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The Genius And The Goddess
Jeffrey Meyers
Recommended by:Lynsey Bews
THIS well-researched biography explores
the relationship between screen icon
Marilyn Monroe and cel -
ebrated playwright
Arthur Miller.
The couple were married
for five years from 1956 to
1961, during which time
Monroe was at the height
of success in her career.
Yet as she found fame and
adoration through her
films, her relationship with
Miller reached breaking
point.
Meanwhile, Monroe became
his creative muse, influ -
encing almost every aspect of his life and work
throughout their marriage and well after her
tragic death.
Exploring subjects such as the effect of anti-
communist witch-hunts on their marriage, the
making of ‘The Mis-fits’, and the couple’s cast
of friends and colleagues, this book offers a
fascinating insight into one of Hollywood’s
most unlikely pairings.

Dorian Gray
Recommended by:Gordon Holmes

THIS new version of Oscar Wilde’s Victorian
horror story stars Ben Barnes as the young
man of the title who remains eternally young
looking, while a portrait of him in the attic suf -
fers the ravages of time. 
Recently arrived in London,
Gray sets out to sample all
the hedonistic pleasures the
city can offer and when
taken under the influence of
the nefarious Lord Henry
Wotton (Colin Firth), an orgy
of sin and debauchery
ensues. Casting aside all
those who care for him, it is
only when true love enters
his life that he is forced to
search beyond his looks for
the remains of his humanity - but is it too late
to save him from his transgressions? Apart
from the obvious question as to how exactly
the painting ages and not him (which isn’t
explained), this is a dark and effective chiller.
Barnes is suitably youthful, while Firth is won -
derfully seedy and easily steals the show. 

recommends

A GOOD READ:
The most borrowed books in Kirkcaldy at Fife
Council Libraries this week were: 1. ‘Savour the
Moment’, Nora Roberts; 2. ‘The Clothes on their
Backs’, Linda Grant; 3. ‘A Vintage Affair’, I sabel
Wolff; 4 . ‘Fatal Last Words’, Quintin Jardine; 5.
‘The Complaints’, I an Rankin.

www .fifedir ect.gov.uk/libraries

A GOOD MOVIE:
Top five rentals this week: 1. The Book of Eli 2.
From Paris With Love 3. Youth in Revolt 4. When
In Rome 5. Shutter I sland

http://wikipediagame.org 
Recommended by:David Blackwood

This quick and fun
game challenges the
player to get from
one random
wikipedia page to
another in a set
time. For instance
to get from the
wikipedia page for

South Korean footballer Ji-Sung Park tp
Pittsburgh, you would have to click the link for
the 2000 Sydney Olympics, click United
States, then click Pennsylvania, then click on
Pittsburgh to win. It will make you think fast,
test your knowledge and is strangely addictive. 

SHOWtime Coming up in & ar ound Fife

Otoway to go: One of music’s greatest char-
acters is heading to Fife. John Otoway plays at
the Inn At Lathones on August 8 – a rare chance
to set a legend up close and personal.
Otoway is the nearly man of music with a huge
cult following thanks to his offbeat humour and
personality and his musical pedigree forged with
Wild Willy Barrett. Don’t miss him!

A MONTH of belting gigs,
top class bands and musi-
cal mayhem is coming up
in August as part of
FifeFest 2010.
Some of the best up-and-com-

ing-acts from Fife and beyond are playing in
various venues in Dunfermline, starting on
August 6.
The Ray Summers, The Law, Stiff Little
Fingers, Healthy Minds Collapse, Hip
Parade, Tango in the Attic are just some
of the big names performing.
They will be supported by a number of pop-
ular local bands, including Rioteers,
Crayons and Val Verde.
FifeFest is now in its second year, and
organiser Weekend Revolution is hoping to
echo the huge success of last year’s debut.
The event was initially thought of as a way
to increase national exposure for young
bands in the Fife area and its aim
was to feature headline grab-
bing acts playing on the same
bill as local bands making
their way in the music
industry.
Calum Miller, events
manager, said: “FifeFest
started in 2009, and our
2010 programme has
seen some great
progress in terms of
bands and exposure.
“We hope every-
one can join
us for a
great
month
and roll
on the
memo-
rable
nights.
“We feel
there is a lot of
talent in the local
area and hope the experi-

ence of playing on the big
stage along with signed acts
can help to further their
ambitions.
“The flip side to this is that we

hope the local people of
Fife come out and

support this event
so we can look to
make it bigger
and better in
the coming
years.
“We feel this
has the poten-
tial to become a

prominent date
in Scotland's

musical calendar.”
Last year saw some

top class acts such as Bruce

Foxton and Rick Buckler (The Jam), The
Sunshine Underground and Sergeant grab
the headlines.
FifeFest 2010 is supported by Celebrating
Fife 2010, which has given organisers the
opportunity to bring an educational element
to the programme.
On August 17 here will be a music seminar
hosted by industry professionals at PJ
Molloys to speak with young musicians
about their ambitions.
The seminar will be hosted by Jim Gellatly,
Craig McGee, Grant Dickson and Paul
Grieve.
There will also be musical instrument tuition
at local schools and youth clubs throughout
the month with the help from Dunfermline
band Beatnic Prestige.
The gigs will be taking place throughout the
month in PJ Malloys, Velocity and the
Alhambra theatre in Dunfermline.

All that
jazz ... &
some
scrumpy
sounds!
The Wurzels covering
Nickelback?John Murray
volunteered to listen ...
I AM always amazed when so
called music lovers say they
‘don’t like jazz’ yet have mate-
rial by Paolo Nutini and
Michael Buble in their collec-
tion.
Jazz influences are everywhere
and every now and then it strays
to the avant-garde like the noises
of John Cage or inner mind of
Frank Zappa. While some worship
the improvisations of Miles Davis
others seek the experimentation
of Sun Ra.
As The Beatles edited tape on
Revolution No.9 today’s digital
musicians have creations and
samples at the click of a mouse.
Drummer Martin France with his
band Spin Marvel has a second
album  The Reluctantly
Politicised Mr. James (Edition),
laden with his percussion on
tracks like Basildon Gangster
Ghost. Let your mind wander in
an endless tunnel on Black Dog
Company then reminisce the
Miles styling sand percussive
overtones on Reconciled Rotation
or Dust In Eyebeam.
In the 1970s bands like Gong car-
ried the torch for psychedelic pro-
gressive improvised rock touring
the UK relentlessly with the Radio
Gnome trilogy which included the
influential Flying Teapot material.
Original members Steve Hillage
and Daevid Allen have just
announced a show at Glasgow
O2 ABC for September 9 with
special guests Nik Turner’s Space
Ritual providing a rare sighting of
this legendary Hawkwind origina-
tor.
Taking the form to punk modernist
extremes Thomas Truax unleash-
es Sonic Dreamer (Psycho Teddy),
recorded over the last three years.
With a vocal and style similar to
Zappa he can be unexpectedly
pop on It’s All Happening Now or
demonstrating his home made
instruments and comic sounds on
(What’s The Matter With My) Grey
Matter or worryingly bizarre on
The Cannibals Have Captured
Our Nicole Kidman.
If you want to be noticed though
ensure you play the new album
from The Wurzels at your BBQ.
A Load More Bullocks released
as they play Glastonbury this
week has songs you know but not
in the familiar form. Pulp’s
Common People, Kaiser Chief’s
Ruby, Fratelli’s Chelsea Dagger or
Nickelback’s Rockstar all done in
comic Scrumpy & Western
Somerset accent.

A RAUCOUSLY funny, thoroughly theatrical, empowering
and affirmative celebration of the female body is coming to
the Adam Smith Theatre.
‘Busting Out!’ has been described as the biggest Australian show
since ‘Priscilla - Queen of the Desert’.
It was created by Emma Powell and performed by Emma and
Bev Killick - two of Australia's most sensational perform-
ers. Emma's has had a glittering career in musical the-
atre and Bev is one of Australia's most celebrated
female stand-ups. The show has been a fêted hit in
Australia and New Zealand, famed for its dynamic
inclusivity, it has played to over 250,000 people.
The audience play a vital role in the proceedings
by appearing on a large on-stage screen and
are often actually on stage.
Emma and Bev’s up-front and out-there
breast-based contortions are intercut with
rousing song and dance sequences, hilari-
ous sketches, a shadow play and brilliant
stand-up comedy.
Australian commentators have pointed
out that ‘Busting Out!’ is an affirming
lesson in body love and esteem with-
out the soapbox and makes women
feel good about themselves.
The show runs from July 29 to 31.

Strewth! A show 
for Sheilas ...!
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For tickets &line-up information, log on to www.myspace.com/weekendrevor join their group on Facebook.

THE BEST IN FIFEFEST ...  The Law are pone of the big names at the 2010
festival (Pic:SBAG)

ON STAGE ... Dykeenies,
Ray Summers (Pics:SBAG)
& Healthy Minds Collapse 

Circle of fun:A fantastic show
for children is coming to the Byre
Theatre, St Andrews on
Wednesday.
‘Round in Circles’ is an innovative
experience for kids aged between
one and three featuring hoops,
loops and spinning discs, which
allow audiences to imagine, watch
and play. The show, which fea -
tures great music and spot lights,
was created by Starcatchers and
Imaginate companies.

RICHARD O’Brien’s outrageous clas -
sic ‘The Rocky Horror Show’ is
thrusting its way to Scotland.
The new stage version features Olivier
Award winner David Bedella starring as
the celebrated Frank ‘n’ Furter.
And it is currently showing at The
Edinburgh Playhouse until Saturday.
This irresistible riot has seduced audi -
ences all over the world for more than

thirty years. Brush up on those pelvic
thrusts, squeeze into that corset and slip
back into those killer stilettos because the
world’s favourite rock ‘n’ roll musical is
back with a vengeance.
‘The Rocky Horror Show’ tells the story of
engaged sweethearts Brad and Janet who
are forced to seek refuge in a castle full of
the maddest, baddest and sexiest group
the world has ever seen.

Let’s do the time warp again ...

Byre exchange:The Byre Youth
Theatre is one of six Scottish youth theatre
groups selected to take part in the National
Theatre of Scotland’s Exchange festival.
The festival is taking place in St Andrews
between July 6 and 10.
Now in its fifth year, Exchange brings
together youth theatres not only from
Scotland, but across the world.
This year’s festival features eight exciting
shows including ‘Over The Top’ by Byre
Youth Theatre, who will be performing their

show alongside five other Scottish youth
theatre groups and one international compa-
ny.

Trio for T: As work on the T In The Park
site continues at pace, a trio of additions
have been added to the 2010 bill.
Fresh from supporting Snow Patrol, the
chart-topping Editors return to Scotland on
Friday, July 9 to play the Main Stage.
Also  on the bill are Frightened Rabbit, who
will play King Tut’s Wah Wah Tent on the
Saturday.
Finally, young Liverpudlian singer-songwriter
Delta Maid will make her ‘T’ debut opening
the Radio 1/NME Stage on Sunday, July 11.

Dance spectacular: A gala evening of
dance featuring some of Fife’s top perform-
ing talent is coming to the Alhambra,
Dunfermline next Saturday.
‘Dancing the Musicals’ is a flagship event of
Celebrating Fife 2010 and will feature dance
with the theme of musical theatre.
This event is part of the Alhambra’s own
event, the Fife Festival of Musical Theatre,
and will feature local emerging talent, as
well as stars from the current Scottish
Amateur Ballroom Champions and Youth
Music Theatre Scotland, as well as young-
sters who are making a big splash in the
Royal Ballet.


